
The “Anti-Christ”

This is possibly the most misunderstood term in all  of eschatology.  The common mis-
understanding is that the Anti-Messiah or the “Anti-Christ”, is a single world leader, who 
sits in the temple claiming to be the most high deity, and whom everyone follows and/or 
worships, and who subsequently ushers in the final destruction of man, and the world. And 
also that he is variously known as The Man of Sin, the False Prophet, the Son of Perdition, 
the great Beast of Revelation, and the Image in Daniel chapters 2 and 3, as well as various 
other beasts in the book Daniel, or even elsewhere in prophecy.

All of these are generally viewed as one and the same; That this globally worshiped figure is 
the same as the man whose number is 666. However,  there are not one, but  two main 
figures to be aware of, and a very quick review of Revelation chapter 13 demonstrates this 
conclusively:

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. I saw a beast coming up 
out of the sea... 

Revelation 13:1

I saw another beast coming up out of the earth. 
Revelation 13:11

Without establishing this critical point first, it can be easy to confuse the two beasts and 
their roles. This is because in the books of 1st John and 2nd John, the discussion is only of the 
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“Anti-Christ”, and these two are the only places where this term is found. Whereas Daniel  
chapter 7 is primarily focused on the  other figure, the one who is  not the “Anti-Christ”, 
although that is the common assumption.

Where  the  signs  of  the  end are  discussed  in  Matthew 24,  Mark 13 and Luke 21,  the 
primary  concern  is  with  the  False  Prophet.  There  is  mention  of  an  “Abomination  of 
Desolation”  spoken  of  by  Daniel  the  prophet,  however  it  is  not  made  clear  that  this 
Abomination of  Desolation is  in  fact  a  personage,  and not  simply an object.  This  also 
complicates matters, making things difficult to discern. 

With all of this you can see why it is so easy to conclude the two beasts are the same, and 
assume that the various descriptions always describe the same one. It is because often only 
one of them is discussed, and in other places where both are discussed, that distinction is 
difficult to see. Especially if one reads these passages with the preconception that there is  
only one figure to be concerned with. This is made yet more difficult because in addition to 
their distinctive characteristics, the two of them have a few things in common as well. 

Let  us clear  up a  basic  point right  now.  The Abomination of  Desolation spoken of  by 
Daniel the prophet is a person, not an object:

He shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the midst 
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease; and 
on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate; and 
even to the full end, and that determined, shall  wrath be poured out 
on the desolate. 

Daniel 9:27

This usage of “one who makes” is clearly referring to a person who makes desolate, and not 
an inanimate object of some sort. Another point being made here is that the one making the 
“firm covenant” is not the one who makes desolate. He is described separately.

In II Thessalonians Chapter 2 it is obvious that two parties are being discussed only if we 
consult  elsewhere first,  to discover  that  there  are  in fact  two parties  to be aware of.  In 
Matthew, Mark,  and Luke, both parties  are discussed,  but the distinction is  very subtle 
unless we also understand Daniel 9:27 as it reads: “one who makes desolate”. 

This is why it is most useful to look first at Revelation 13 verses 1 and 11, which quickly 
shows that there are two distinct beasts. “I saw a beast” and “I saw another beast.” While 
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both are deceptive, evil, and servants of the Dragon, among other things, they nonetheless 
have their distinct roles and definitions. 

So clearly there are two distinct roles being fulfilled. Daniel discusses a ram and a goat. Two 
parties to be aware of and to differentiate from each other. Later Daniel discusses a King of  
the North, and a King of the South: Two kings whose relationship mirrors that of the two 
two animals, and the two beasts in Revelation 13.

As you read through this paper, keep in mind that this is only a basic exegetical study, not 
an interpretative one. Therefore I am not going to explain who is the False Prophet or who is 
the Beast at this time. I am only going to differentiate between these two. By showing how 
the various passages provide parallel and contrast, I will compile these two characteristics 
into  separate  descriptions,  and  show  that  these  two  characters  have  distinct  roles  in 
prophecy, and we may correlate their various attributes into cohesive descriptions of each. 
This will provide a solid foundation for an interpretative study later on, but is not intended 
as interpretive by itself.

Thus, you will see two types of tables here. The first type has a light blue header. This is a  
contrast table, and it will show the two beasts side by side.  The second type shows just one 
passage and illustrates one or the other beast, and occasionally both. These are parallel tables 
to show that various scriptures describe the same particular beast. These tables have a grey 
header, and will show references on the left, and explanation on the right.  

After establishing that a particular description in a grey table applies to one or the other  
distinct beast, that entire description will be added to the appropriate column in the blue 
table. If you are unfamiliar with comparison by parallel and contrast, or would like a a more 
thorough explanation please refer to the methodology explanation at the end of this study. 

The interpretation of individual symbols is not necessary for the purpose of the points I am 
making here. Again, I am simply differentiating between the two beasts, compiling their 
descriptions from various sections in prophecy, and explaining symbols only to the extent 
necessary to accomplish this task. 

I am also using a color-key throughout this study as follows:  The First Beast,  his direct 
subjects, The Second Beast, The Host that follows the second beast. The blue type is used 
for exegetical explanation and temporarily overrides the other colors. 
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There are also three types of superscript.  The alphabetical  superscriptA-Z  is  used to label 
references to specific characteristics of the first beast; the numerical superscript99 is used to 
label  references to specific  characteristics  of  the second beast.  The numerical  superscript 
which is underlined99, refers to a footnote at the end of this study. 

In this way, where they are contrasted against each other can be demonstrated in a row-by-
row comparison. Reviewing by column however, the parallels in each passage can also be 
seen. This will show that the descriptions, roles, and relationships are consistent throughout 
the scriptures, and thus validates the conclusions made here are accurate as well. 

There  is  no  easy  way  to  present  this  information,  and I  apologize  for  the  density  and 
difficulty of the material that follows. There is such an interlocking complexity that the 
constraints  of  media  cannot  convey  all  that  needs  to  be  understood at  once.  I  suggest 
preparing yourself a pot of herbal tea and a quiet environment before continuing. 

A notepad, concordance, dictionary, and highlighter are also helpful, but if it is insight you 
seek, then prayer and humbly asking direction of Yahweh would be at the top of the list. 
There is more here than what I have written.

Baruch Ha Shem Yahweh
Baruch Atah Yahshua HaMoshiach
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There are Two

Scripture divides the world into two overall groups: Israel, and the rest of the world. It is my 
contention that the difference between the two beasts in prophecy is that the  First Beast 
oppresses the Seed of Abraham, the Torah-keeping people, and the Second Beast oppresses the 
rest of the world, those who do not keep Torah.  Therefore the First Beast falsifies the Torah, 
and deceives those who follow it, while the Second beast appears in the presence of the 
falsified Torah, in the falsified Brit Chadasha. In other words, deceiving those who follow 
the “New Testament”.  

This is why the False Prophet is unable to deceive the chosen people, because the chosen 
ones keep the Torah, and will automatically refuse any teaching against it. 

For there will  arise  false  messiahs,  and false prophets,  and they will 
show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
chosen ones. 

Matthew 24:24

The word “Anti-Christ” itself appears  only in 1st and 2nd John, and thus the definition for 
the  Anti-Messiah  must  be  contained  within  those  passages.   We  may  be  able  to  add 
descriptors from other passages to it later, but the primary distinction must derive from, and 
not stray from what we find in these two passages:
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1 John 2:18-23
2:18Little  children,  these  are  the 
end times,  and as  you heard that 
the  Anti-messiah  is  coming,  even 
now many  anti-messiahs  have 
arisen. By this we know that it is 
the  end  times.  2:19They  went  out 
from us, but they didn't belong to 
us; for if they had belonged to us, 
they  would  have  continued  with 
us. But they left, that they might be 
revealed that none of them belong 
to  us. 2:20You  have  an  anointing 
from the Holy One, and you know 
the truth. 2:21I have not written to 
you  because  you  don't  know  the 
truth, but because you know it, and 
because  no  lie  is  of  the  truth. 
2:22Who  is  the  liar  but  he  who 
denies  that  Yahshua  is  the 
Messiah? This  is  the  Anti-messiah, 
he who denies the Father and the 
Son. 2:23Whoever denies the Son, the 
same  doesn't  have  the  Father.  He 
who  confesses  the  Son  has  the 
Father also.

4:1Beloved, don't believe every spirit, 
but test  the spirits,  whether they 
are  of  Elohim,  because  many  false 
prophets have gone out into the 
world. 4:2By  this  you  know  the 
Spirit  of  Elohim: every  spirit  who 
confesses that Yahshua the Messiah 
has come in the flesh is of Elohim, 
4:3and every  spirit  who  doesn't 
confess that Yahshua the Messiah 
has  come  in  the  flesh  is  not  of 
Elohim,  and  this  is  the  spirit  of 
the  anti-messiah, of  whom  you 
have heard that it comes. Now it is 
in the world already. 

The Anti-messiah is coming,  (singular)
Already many Anti-Messiahs have arisen (pl.)

The anti-Messiah does not oppress the Torah 
observant  people.  These  are  people  who  are 
not of the Torah, they are of the world who 
does not keep Torah, a vast population.  (pl.)
If they kept torah, they would have continued 
with  John's  congregation.  But  these  people 
had  no  pleasure  in  Torah,  so  they  left, 
choosing lawlesness instead. 

The  Liar:  he  who  denies  Yahshua is  the 
Messiah. This is the Anti-messiah. (singular)

Many false  prophets  have  gone out  into  the 
world. (plural)

4:3  contains  multiple  references  indicating  a 
singular spirit: The spirit; Whom; It comes; It 
is in the world already. 

This apparent dichotomy of 'deceivers' plural, and “the” deceiver, or “the” anti-Messiah, a 
singular figure, is a theme that is repeated elsewhere. Particularly in the book of Daniel,  
which we will review later in this study. 
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Now lets look also at 2nd John, the only other place where this term appears. John reinforces 
the  description  given  previously,  that  the  Anti-Messiah  is  The  Deceiver,  i.e.,  the  False 
Prophet.  Again we are presented with the dichotomy of 'deceivers' as a plural, and The 
Deceiver/the Anti-Messiah as a singular spirit.

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who don't 
confess  that  Yahshua  the  Messiah  came  in  the  flesh.
This is the deceiver and the Anti-messiah.

 2 John 1:7

As these are the only two references to the term “Anti-Messiah”, we must conclude that the 
definition  of  the  “Anti-Messiah”  is  anyone  who  denies  Yahshua.  Our  study  of  “Anti-
Messiah” would end right here if it were not for the clues given that: 

A) He is also known as “the Liar”, “The Deceiver”, and “False Prophet”. 
B) There is a dichotomy of plural vs. singular. 
C) This spirit was already at work even in John's time.

The  parallel  table  will  therefore  be  based  on  this  description.  Where  we  find  parallel  
descriptions of  this  same role,  we may add them to the definition of  who is  the Anti-
Messiah. Where we find another character being contrasted against this description, he will  
be added to his own column.  For now we have only the Anti-Christ as described by John, 
as these two references make no mention at all of the first figure.
 

The Two Beasts
The First Beast The “Anti-Christ” or Anti-Messiah

1John Not mentioned in this chapter The Liar 1

The False Prophet 2

The Deceiver 3

Denies Yahshua4

Is singular 5 

and plural 6

None of them belong to us, i.e., They are not 
of the chosen people7

Already at work8

7



Let us move on to 2 Thessalonians chapter 2:
 

2 Thessalonians
2:3Let no one deceive you in any way. 
For  it  will  not  be,  unless  the 
departure comes first, and the man 
of  sin  is  revealed,  the  son  of 
destruction, 2:4he  who  opposes  and 
exalts  himself against  all  that  is 
called Elohim or that is worshiped; 
so  that  he  sits  as  Elohim  in  the 
temple of Elohim, setting himself up 

as Elohim. 2:5Don't you remember that, 
when I was still with you, I told you 
these things? 2:6Now you know what 
is restraining him,  to the end that 
he may be revealed in his own season. 
2:7For the  mystery  of  lawlessness 
already  works. Only  there  is  one 
who restrains now, until he is taken 
out  of  the  way. 2:8Then  the  lawless 
one will be revealed, whom Yahweh 
will  kill  with  the  breath  of  his 
mouth, and bring to nothing by the 
brightness of his coming;  2:9even he 
whose  coming is  according  to the 
working of HaSatan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, 2:10and 

with all deception of wickedness for 
those  who  are  being  lost,  because 
they  didn't  receive  the love of  the 
truth,  that  they  might  be  saved. 
2:11Because of this, Elohim sends them 
a  working  of  error, that they 

should believe  the  lie;2:12that  they 
all  might  be  judged  who  didn't 
believe the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.

2:3  The  Apostasy  comes  first,  The  Departure.  This 
includes the many  and their  leader,  as  the way John 
writes, these two terms are essentially interchangeable. 
It then follows that the “Man of Sin is revealed” as a 
separable event. We also see here that the Man of Sin is 
also known as  The Son of  Destruction,  and it  is  he 
who is sitting in the temple (the chosen people,  the 
seed of Abraham) worshiped (by them) as The Most 
High. 

Logically,  since  two parties  are  being  contrasted,  the 
two  are  not  the  same  party.  Therefore  our  only 
conclusion must be that the Son of Destruction is not 
the  Anti-Christ.  There  are  two  figures  consistently 
contrasted against each other throughout this chapter.

2:6,7 It is The Man of Sin who is restrained because 
the departure, the lawless, is in the world already. The 
world is in direct contrast to the temple.

2:7,8 Again, the subtle but critical distinction is that 
two parties are  being contrasted here.  One who is 
restrained, the other is present; not restrained.  

In v7, and v10, in agreement with 1st & 2nd John, the 
“Anti-Messiah” is the one in the world now. Thus “the 
Mystery of Lawlessness” currently in the world must be 
the  same  one  spoken  of  by  John  as  “in  the  world” 
already, which is The False Prophet. Again this means 
the  Son  of  Destruction  is  the  first  beast,  The  False 
Prophet therefore again, can only be the second one.

Working (spirit) of error (falsehood) = False Prophet, 
leading the world in Torahlessness, to believe the lie1.

Pay particular attention that verse  2:4 discusses the “the Man of Sin” worshiped as Most 
High, who is then contrasted against  the Lawless one.  The “Man of Sin” must be the first 
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party who falsifies the Torah, because Torah defines sin. It also follows that he cannot be the 
“Lawless One” for the same reason.  It is the seed of Abraham that keeps Torah, and not the  
Lawless world.  Therefore the party described as the “Son of Destruction” and “Man of Sin” 
must be one who oppresses the Torah keeping people, and the Lawless one must be one who 
oppresses those who do not keep Torah.  

Furthermore,  as  we see here,  it  is  the “Man of  Sin” who appears  in the Temple,  again 
representing Torah and those who keep it. The Son of Destruction or Perdition appears in 
the “Temple” not in the “World”, because that is where we find the False Prophet instead. 
The second beast (False Prophet) rose up out of the Earth, i.e., the entire World: a great host 
that does not keep Torah; The world does not keep Torah, only the seed of Abraham does.

This is what is meant by “Many are called, few are chosen”. The many are the world, being 
led astray, into the path that leads to destruction. The small people are the few people saved 
out of the whole Earth who were saved in the Ark, which is the covenant, that is, the Torah. 

Thus, the description of the two parties being contrasted here is:

II Thessalonians

The Man of SinA 
Son of DestructionB

Exalts himselfC

Appears in the TempleD

Claims to be ElohimE

Worshiped as ElohimF

He is restrained.
Oppresses Torah keeping peopleD and F

They6 believe the lie1

The Apostasy (plural group)6

All who do not love the truth (Torah-less)7

Those who are being lost (plural)6

All who pleasure in Lawlessness.7

Mystery of Lawlessness7(a singular spirit)5

A Working of Error (a singular spirit)5

The Lawless One5,7,9

Power, signs, and lying wonders 10

according to the working of HaSatan1,11

(authority not of himself )12

He is not restrained13

Oppresses the Torah-less World7

We can easily see the description in the right column matches the definition given in 1 st and 
2nd John regarding the False Prophet.  
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At least twice in this section Paul describes the situation as a deception currently being set  
up, and the Man of Sin being worshiped as most high.  Along with this “Man of Sin”, or 
“Son of Perdition”, he is clearly discussing a second party.  Not to be overlooked is that this 
second party is the one who is A) not restrained, B) a group, and C) the one setting up the  
deception.  This will be revisited in Daniel. 

At 2:6 Paul says “what is restraining him to the end that he may be revealed in  his own 
season.” Obviously two parties are being discussed. What is doing or causing the restraint is 
not  entirely  clear.  It  is  clear  that  the  mystery  of  lawlessness  is  already  working,  and  a 
restraint is already working. The Man of Sin is restrained, the Mystery of Lawlessness is not 
restrained. And that is exactly in line with what we just read in 1st and 2nd John.  

One possibility is that the restraint is Torah itself, since Torah represents constraint, and 
lawlessness is the epitome of non-restraint. This would be consistent with the idea of Torah 
oppression being applied to the First Beast who oppresses the Torah keepers, while the lack 
of  restraint  applies  to  the Second Beast  of  the lawless  world.  In this  case,  the 'who'  is 
restraining would be the first beast restraining his demographic of Torah-keepers, via false 
Torah, and he is followed by the Second Beast, which is also in line with Rev. 13.  

This idea does not conflict with verse 6 which implies that he is restrained himself, because 
although he is bearing a false Torah, it is still a constraint even upon himself.  He must 
represent restraint because his protegé represents non-restraint. 

Paul agrees with John that the Mystery of Lawlessness is already working, even in their time, 
however he adds this detail  of  a restraint  that is  in place,  and when it  is  removed,  the  
Lawless  one  will  be  revealed  and  destroyed.  A  more  direct  way  of  saying  this  is  that  
removing the restraint reveals the unrestrained. In other words he is saying that removing 
Torah reveals Lawlessness. 

Only there is  one (abominable one) who restrains  (oppresses)(the seed of  Abraham)(with false  
Torah) now, until he is taken out of the way. 2:8Then (because he is taken out of the way,  
thus  removing  the  law  that  he  uses  or  oppresses  with) the lawless one will be revealed,  (as  
lawlessness, lack of restraint, disobedience)

Refer to footnote3 for further discussion on restraint vs. non-restraint. This is not the only 
plausible explanation of the restraint, however it is the only one I know of that aligns with 
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the prophetic model being discussed.

A picture now begins to emerge of the two figures. One who is worshiped or followed by 
everyone on Earth, and the other figure is the one who advocates following the first figure.  
Let us add our work clues from II Thessalonians to our table:

The Two Beasts

The Man of Sin The Anti-Messiah

1st , 2nd 

John
The Liar 1

The False Prophet 2

The Deceiver 3

Denies Yahshua4

Is singular 5 

and plural 6

They are not of the chosen people7

Already at work8

2nd Thess The Man of SinA 
Son of DestructionB

Exalts himselfC

Appears in the TempleD

Claims to be ElohimE

Worshiped as ElohimF

He is Restrained
Oppresses Torah keeping people, a 
small people.

They6 believe the lie1

The Apostasy (plural group)6

Don’t love the truth (Torah-less)7

Those who are being lost (plural)6

All who pleasure in Lawlessness.7

Mystery of Lawlessness7(a singular spirit)5

A Working of Error (a singular spirit)5

The Lawless One5,7,9

Power, signs, and lying wonders 10

according to the working of HaSatan1,11

(authority not of himself )12

He is not restrained13

Oppresses the Torah-less World7

Looking a little more critically here, we see that the Lawless One is advocating false worship, 
and his  adherents  have  pleasure  in  lawlessness.  The  direct  implication  is  that  the  false 
worship being advocated is lawlessness itself, and that this lawlessness leads to eternal life1. 
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There are some additional clues regarding the False Prophet here: He has power to do signs,  
and lying wonders10  and his coming is according to the working of HaSatan11; Which also 
tells us he operates by lying and enticement, and also that his (the False Prophet's) authority  
is not of himself12, but of HaSatan.  Now we can return to Revelation 13.

Revelation 13

13:1Then I stood on the sand of the sea. I saw 
a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 
horns and seven heads. On his  horns were 
ten crowns, and on his heads, blasphemous 
names.  13:2The beast which I saw was like a 
leopard,  and  his  feet  were  like  those  of  a 
bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 
The dragon gave him his power, his throne, 
and  great  authority.  13:3One  of  his  heads 
looked like it had been wounded fatally. His 
fatal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled at the beast. 13:4They worshiped the 
dragon, because he gave his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, 
"Who is like the beast? Who is able to make 
war with him?" 13:5A mouth speaking great 
things  and  blasphemy  was  given  to  him. 
Authority to make war for forty-two months 
was given to him. 13:6He opened his mouth 
for blasphemy against Elohim, to blaspheme 
his name, and his dwelling, those who dwell 
in heaven. 13:7It  was given to him to  make 
war with the holy ones,(N) and to overcome 
them. Authority  over  every  tribe,  people, 
language,  and nation  was  given to  him.(O) 

13:8All who dwell on the earth will  worship 
him,  everyone  whose  name  has  not  been 
written from the foundation of the world in 
the book of life of the Lamb who has been 

The First Beast
Comes up out of the seaG

Ten HornsH 

Seven HeadsI

Name(s) of BlasphemyJ

Leopard, Bear, and LionK

Head woundedL

Wound healedM

All marveled at himF

All worshiped the dragon
All worshiped the beastF 

Mouth speaking great thingsE

BlasphemesE

or 3.5 years or “A time, times, ½ time. 4 
He spoke great thingsE

and blasphemy against ElohimE: 
against his nameE1, J, templeD, heavenly hostE2

Oppresses The Seed of Abraham(N).
AND
Authority over the rest of the world given to 
him.(O) (by the False Prophet)

After this event(O), all will worship him who 
are not in the book of life. F 
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killed.  13:9If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 
13:10If  anyone  has  captivity,  he  will  go.  If 
anyone is with the sword, he must be killed. 
Here is the endurance and the faith of the 
holy ones. 
13:11I saw another beast coming up out of 
the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, and 
he spoke like a dragon. 13:12He exercises all 
the authority of the first beast in his 
presence. He makes the earth and those who 
dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose 
fatal wound was healed. 13:13He performs 
great signs, even making fire come down out 
of the sky to the earth in the sight of people. 
13:14He deceives my own people who dwell 
on the earth because of the signs he was 
granted to do in front of the beast; saying to 
those who dwell on the earth, that they 
should make an image to the beast who had 
the sword wound and lived. 13:15It was given 
to him to give breath to it, to the image of 
the beast, that the image of the beast should 
both speak, and cause as many as wouldn't 
worship the image of the beast to be killed. 
13:16He causes all, the small and the great, the 
rich and the poor, and the free and the slave, 
to be given marks on their right hands, or on 
their foreheads; 13:17and that no one would be 
able to buy or to sell, unless he has that 
mark, the name of the beast or the number 
of his name. 13:18Here is wisdom. He who has 
understanding, let him calculate the number 
of the beast, for it is the number of a man. 
His number is six hundred sixty-six. 

Again, “captivity”, “sword”, and “holy ones” 
all  refer  to  the  chosen  ones,  the  seed  of 
Abraham who keep Torah. 

The Second Beast

Two horns like a lamb 
spoke like (the) dragon (serpent, Gen 3:4)

All the authority of the First Beast
in the presence of the First Beast 

Causes all to worship the First Beast12, (0)

Transfer of power

He is the deceiver, does signs 
in the presence of the first beast

He also creates the Image of the Beast 

Advocating false path

The symbolism of identification on the forehead 
and right hand is specifically the seal of a name. 
Note the 144,000 are sealed also, prior to this, with 
the Name of the Father and the Son. 

So it is the First Beast who has the number 666, not 
the False Prophet. 
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Now lets put this together with what we've learned from John and Paul:

The Two Beasts

First Beast Second Beast

John

The Liar 1

The False Prophet 2

The Deceiver 3

Denies Yahshua4

Is singular 5 

and plural 6

They are not of the chosen people7

Already at work8

2 Thess The ManQ of SinA 
SonQ of DestructionB

Exalts himselfC

Sits in the TempleD

Claims to be ElohimE

Worshiped as ElohimF

Oppresses Torah keeping people, a 
small people.

They6 believe the lie1

The Apostasy (plural group)6

Don’t love the truth (Torah-less)7

Those who are being lost (plural)6

All who pleasure in Lawlessness.7

Mystery of Lawlessness7(a singular spirit)5

A Working of Error (a singular spirit)5

The Lawless One5,7,9

Power, signs, and lying wonders 10

according to the working of HaSatan1,11

(authority not of himself )12

Not restrained13

Oppresses the Torah-less World7

Revelation Comes up out of the seaG

Ten HornsH 

Seven HeadsI

Name(s) of BlasphemyJ

Leopard, Bear, and LionK

Head woundedL

Wound healedM

All marveled at himF

All worshiped the beastF 

spoke like (the) dragon1, also see footnote 1

Causes all7 to worship the First Beast2,12

Comes up out of the earth7

Deceives all the earth7

Two horns14 like a lamb15

Exercises the authority12 of the First Beast
in the presence12 of the First Beast11

Does signs in the presence12 of the first beast
Also creates the Image of the Beast16
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Mouth speaking great thingsE

BlasphemesE

He spoke great thingsE

and blasphemy against ElohimE: 
against his name,E1, J temple,D and the 
heavenly hostE2

Oppresses The Seed of Abraham(N) 

i.e., the torah keeping people
And authority over the rest of the 
world given to him.12, (O) 
All will worship him who are not 
in the book of life. F, N, 12, (O) 

The number of a manQ

Keeping in mind the two separate descriptions we have now, it is much easier to identify 
these two as we read elsewhere in the inspired Scriptures. Revelation 13:1,2 describes seven 
heads, ten horns, and a lion, a bear, and leopard, coming up from the sea. We find these 
very same symbols in the book of Daniel, chapter 7 so that we know he is describing this 
same first beast, even though he describes it as four beasts. It is clearly the same one:

7:3Four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 7:4The 
first was  like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I saw until the wings of it 
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made to stand on 
two feet as a man; and  a man's heart was given to it.  7:5Behold, another 
beast, a second, like a bear; and it was raised up on one side, and three ribs 
were  in  its  mouth  between  its  teeth:  and  they  said  thus  to  it,  Arise, 
devour much flesh. 7:6After this I saw, and, behold, another, like a leopard, 
which had on its back four wings of a bird;  the beast  had also four 
heads; and dominion was given to it. 

7:7After  this  I  saw  in  the  night-visions,  and,  behold,  a  fourth  beast, 
awesome and powerful,  and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron 
teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its 
feet: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had 
ten horns. 7:8I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among 
them another horn,  a little one, before which three of the first horns 
were plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

Daniel 7:3-8

Now compare this with the book of Revelation, (ch.13). Detail for detail, this is the same as 
the First Beast, who came out of the sea  (13:1) described as a Lion, a Bear, and a Leopard 
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(13:2), with seven heads (13:1) [Lion 1 head + Bear 1 head + Leopard 4 heads + Fourth beast  
1 head = total 7 heads]  and ten horns (13:1), and a mouth speaking great things.(13:5) More 
subtle is the clue of a head injury, (13:3) features of a man (13:18), and dominion is given to 
it (13:12,17).  He is also described as awesome and powerful, and strong exceedingly, which 
would correlate with  (13:4)  "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" 
Additional correlations are that he was “lifted up from the ground” (13:3,4,8) and “diverse 
from (unlike) all other beasts” or (13:4) “who is like the beast?” 

Thus we can now add this entire description to the first column, the “Son of Perdition” or 
destruction. 

Another interesting correlation between these two passages is the thematic connection of the 
first beast and the book of life being mentioned in the same passage. Discussing the first 
beast, Daniel says “The judgment was set, and the books were opened.” Returning again to 
Revelation chapter 13, we find a companion witness in verse 8:

13:8All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name 
has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who has been killed. 

This close association of the first Beast, Judgment, and the book of life is echoed yet again in 
Revelation 17:8

17:8The beast that you saw was, and is not; and is about to come up out of 
the abyss and to go into destruction. Those who dwell on the earth 
and whose names have not been written in  the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel when they see that the beast was, 
and is not, and shall be present. 

There is also a list of features we find here that have not been correlated as yet, however we  
may return to this passage at a later time to add these additional features to the description  
of the first Beast of Revelation at the time we find their companion references somewhere 
else in prophecy.  

What we cannot do is assign these features such as the four wings, the wings of an eagle, 
iron claws, etc., to the False Prophet. Because we see here that these features are there in 
order to point us to the First Beast instead. 
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Moving on to Daniel 8 we again find two individuals contrasted against each other. In this 
case  a  ram and  a  male  goat.  This  chapter  provides  more  detail  about  the  relationship 
between these two.  In verses 3 and 4 the Ram was standing before the river and magnifying 
himself, when the Male Goat attacks and subdues him. Later however, we see that the Ram 
gives his host and the sanctuary to the Goat, so there is also a cooperation of some sort. 

As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west over the 
surface of the whole earth, and didn't touch the ground: and the goat 
had a notable horn between his eyes. 

Daniel 8:5

The goat is lifted up. Verse 7:4 says specifically “lifted up”, which corresponds to Rev 13:4 
and 2 Thess 2:4 in that he is worshiped as most high, i.e., obviously being “lifted up” over 
the surface of the whole earth (Rev. 13:8). 

The next point is the singular great horn (Daniel 7:20), “more stout than it's fellows”, in 8:5 
this is described as the “notable” horn. Thus this must be the same beast described in the 
previous chapter, which we know to be the first beast in Revelation 13. The mouth speaking 
great things (Daniel 7:8, 8:11, Rev. 13:5) is also a reference to this same horn, and therefore 
the same beast.

Also not to be overlooked is the peculiar detail of the goat being male. None of the other 
beasts or animals are described with this detail. In fact I'm not sure of any prophetic beast 
being described specifically as a male. Along with this, in the various descriptions of the first  
beast are also the references to the  man of  sin, eyes of a man, heart of a  man,  and the 
number of a man, made to stand on two feet as a man.  Continuing with chapter 8:

8:8The  male  goat  magnified  himself  exceedingly:  and  when  he  was 
strong, the great horn was broken; and instead of it there came up four 
notable horns toward the four winds of the sky. 8:9Out of one of them 
came  forth  a  little  horn,  which  grew  exceeding  great,  toward  the 
south, and toward the east, and toward the glorious land.  8:10It grew 
great, even to the host of the sky;  and some of the host and of the 
stars  it  cast  down to the ground,  and trampled on them.  8:11Yes,  it 
magnified itself, even to the prince of the host; and it took away from 
him the continual burnt offering, and the place of the sanctuary was 
cast down. 

Daniel 8:8-11

Here we see also there are the same horns from Daniel 7:8 with the following features: 
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• One little horn 
• The little horn displacing three others 
• The little horn went on to magnify himself 
• Speaking great things. 
• A head injury, which is healed, and subsequently spreads over the whole earth.   

A  head injury is mentioned in both chapters. In Daniel this is the one horn plucking up 
three other horns, and then becoming great, and we find the same theme on all three points 
of a head injury, a healing, and then spreading over the whole earth in Revelation 13:3

13:3One of his heads looked like it had been wounded fatally. His fatal 
wound was healed and all the world marveled at the beast. 

Verse 12 says “the host” is “given over to” the Goat. In chapter 9 we will discover that this 
host is the same great host6 of the prince5 who is to come that destroys the sacrifice and the 
city.  

Daniel 8:12The host was given over [to the first beast] together with the 
continual burnt offering through transgression; and it cast down truth to 
the ground, and it did its pleasure and prospered. 

Daniel 7:6 ...and dominion was given to it. 

Rev. 13:5... Authority to make war for forty-two months was given to him. 

Rev. 13:7It was given to him to make war with the holy onesN, and to overcome 

them. Authority over every tribe, people, language, and nationO,12 was given to 
him. 

We  can  see  clearly  that  both  of  these  chapters  describe  the  same  roles,  features  and 
relationships we have already established in our table. We can distinguish between the two 
in Daniel 7 and 8, and add them to their respective columns in our table. The goat in 
Daniel 8 has the same description and role as the beast in chapter seven, and the first beast  
in Revelation 13 with the heads and horns who claims worship as most high and is given 
great dominion. Whereas the Ram has the same description, role and relationship as the 
second beast in our table, the False Prophet: Two horns, like a lamb, has a great host, and a  
transfer of power to the first beast; wherein he gives his host over to the He-Goat. 

Also not to be overlooked is that the fact that the first beast arose from the sea while the 
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second arose from the earth, and yet the whole earth worshiped the first beast who arose from  
the sea. This again demonstrates the second beast giving his dominion over to the first beast, 
and further substantiates the parallelism between all three sections. We will see this same 
relationship illustrated yet again, in a later passage. 

The Two Beasts

Daniel 7
Leopard, Bear, LionK

Lifted up from the earthF

Awesome, powerful, strongF

Ten HornsH

Seven HeadsI

Receives dominionO

Little hornR

Little horn becomes greatM

Two feet as a manQ

Eyes like a manQ

Heart of a manQ

Three horns plucked upL

A mouth speaking great thingsE

Made  war  with  the  holy  ones,N 

and prevailed against themN (for a 
time)
shall devour the whole earthF

Anti-Messiah/False Prophet is not mentioned in this chapter

Daniel 8 The maleQ goat magnified himself 
exceedingly,M

over  the  surface  of  the  whole 
earthF,O

Did not touch the groundF

Ten HornsH

little hornR

little horn became greatM

little horn, magnified itself,M 

8:11,12 Took from the Prince of the 
host12:  the  host,  the  continual 

The Ram (like a lamb)15   

Two horns14 
Did according to his  will9 and magnified 
himself.10

 
Greater  than  all  other  beasts  (except  the 
Goat)

Gives12 the host6 and sanctuary4 over to the 
first beast.2  (causes all to worship the first beast)
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burnt offering, and cast down the 
sanctuary, 
8:24he shall destroy the mighty ones 
(presumably the great host) and the 
holy people. F

Let us turn now to Daniel chapter nine, where we find the same events described.

9:26After  the  sixty-two weeks  the  Anointed One shall  be  cut  off,  and 
shall have nothing: and the people of the prince who shall come shall 
destroy  the city and the sanctuary; and the end of it shall be with a 
flood, and even to the end shall be war; desolations are determined.  
9:27 He shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall  cause the sacrifice  and the offering to 
cease; and on the wing of abominations shall come one that is desolate 
and even to the full end, and that determined, shall wrath be poured 
out on the desolate. 

The subject here is the prince who shall come, and his people, who destroy the city and the 
sanctuary.  It  is  therefore  between  these  two  parties  that  the  “firm  covenant”  is  made. 
Following this is the warning that there will be wars, and desolations. A chronology very 
closely matched in Mathew, Mark, and Luke. Since it is the Prince and his host who destroy 
the city and sanctuary, the phrase “on the wing of abominations shall  come one that is  
desolate” must refer to a different party. 

As we have already determined, it is the False Prophet who is closely associated with his host  
of false prophets. Therefore the abominable or desolate one (son of perdition/destruction) 
must be the other figure, the first beast. 

Also while we are here on 9:26,27, let us clear up another great misconception about the 
middle of the week. It is almost universally (and quite mistakenly) assumed that this figure 
makes a covenant with the many in verse 26, and then breaks that same covenant in the 
middle of the week: “in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to 
cease”.  But this simply  cannot be the case  because it is the many that participate in this 
destruction themselves. 

Logically, if it is The host and the Prince that destroys the city and the sanctuary, then that 
act of destruction cannot be the breaking of their covenant because this is something they 
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do together.  Destroying the the sanctuary is  part of  their agreement,  (v.26), this act  is the 
removal of the sacrifice, and therefore their agreement is clearly not broken here. In fact it is  
consummated. Therefore this breaking of the covenant can only be the breaking of  The  
Holy Covenant of Yahweh, The Sacrifice of Yahshua that is being destroyed. See, it is the 
Anointed One that is cut off, not the firm covenant between the False Prophet and his host of 
false prophets.  

Now returning to the disambiguation between the first and second beast in this section: The 
the people of the prince who shall come and their prince are being contrasted against the 
“one who makes desolate”.  The People of the prince are “the host”, and they are the ones 
who  destroy  the  city  and  desecrate  the  sanctuary  (9:26).  Their  prince  makes  the  firm 
covenant with them, the host (9:27).  This is separate from the one who makes desolate, i.e., 
the abomination of desolation, or the abominable one, as he is the one being contrasted 
against.  

Daniel 8:11 implies the little horn took away the continual burnt offering, and cast down the 
place of the sanctuary but it actually says took away “from him”, referring to the previous 
prince5 of the host. Furthermore 9:26 says the host does this.  In between is vs. 12 which 
seems to  straddle  both ideas.  The only way to  resolve  the apparent  contradiction is  by 
examining the chronology of events: The host6 of the prince5 first takes possession of it, 
destroys it by transgression, and  then the little horn takes possession of the host, thereby 
gaining also the city and the desecrated sanctuary which the host claims possession of.  

We can now add the following to our table as separate entities in their proper columns:

The Two Beasts

Daniel 9 9:27on  the  wing  of  abominations 
shall  come  one  who  makes 
desolate; Even to the full endF

This makes it plain that the Abomination  
of Desolation is a personage, not simply an  
object of sacrilege. 

9:26The prince who shall come5

9:26 His5 people6 (the host7) destroy the city 
and the sanctuary4. They shall set up16 (or 
lift up) the (man of) abomination.2 (again,  
he causes all to worship the first beast) 

9:27He5 makes a firm covenant with many6,7 
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There is an important consistency not to be missed here. The first beast is described as: an 
abomination, one who makes desolate, destruction, perdition. The role he fulfills is falsely 
taking the place of the most high, in the context of the Torah keeping people. This is of 
course within the Temple, where the Ark itself is kept. The spiritual symbolism of a place of  
worship is a “High Place”, and geographically this is represented by the North.  If we turn 
now to Daniel 11, we find the King of the North described in similar terms: 

Daniel 11

The King of the North 

11:21In  his  place  shall  stand  up  a 
contemptible person, to whom they had not 
given the honor of the kingdom: but he shall 
come in  time of  security,  and shall  obtain 
the kingdom by flatteries. 

11:22The  overwhelming  forces shall  be 
overwhelmed from before him, and shall be 
broken; yes, also the prince of the covenant. 

11:23After the league made with him he shall 
work deceitfully; for he shall come up, and 
shall become strong, with a small people.

11:27As  for  both  these  kings,  their  hearts 
shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak 

Contemptible i.e, abominable one.

Obtaining  the  kingdom  by  flatteries  is 
something spoken that is not true. In other 
words a claim that one is king, who is not. 

i.e The Goat smote the Ram, overwhelming 
forces are obviously the great host, therefore 
Prince  of  the  Covenant  refers  to  either 
Yahshua, or the False Yahshua. Either way, it 
is the Brit Chadasha that is being referenced; 
Thus “overwhelming forces” and “Prince of 
the Covenant” must go into col. 2

League is  distinguished by  the Ram giving 
his  host  and  the  sanctuary  over to  him, 
which is also represented as the Second Beast 
ordering all to worship the First Beast, who 
becomes strong with a small people, that is 
the people of the Torah, as opposed to the 
lawless world, the very great host.

The  false  prophet  does  his  signs  and 
wonders in the presence of the first beast. 
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lies at one table: but it shall not prosper; for 
yet the end shall be at the time appointed. 
11:28Then shall he return into his land with 
great  substance;  and  his  heart  shall  be 
against the holy covenant; and he shall do 
his  pleasure,  and  return  to  his  own  land. 
11:29At the time appointed he shall  return, 
and come into the south; but it shall not be 
in  the  latter  time as  it  was  in  the  former. 
11:30For ships of Kittim shall come against 
him; therefore he shall be grieved, and shall 
return,  and  have  indignation  against  the 
holy covenant, and shall do his pleasure: he 
shall even return, and have regard to  those 
who forsake the holy covenant. 

11:31Forces shall stand on his part, and they 
shall profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, 
and  shall  take  away  the  continual  burnt 
offering,  and  they  shall  lift up  the 
abomination that makes desolate. 11:32Such 
as do wickedly against the covenant shall he 
pervert by flatteries; 

but the people who know their Elohim shall 
be strong, and do exploits. 

The Ram gave the host and sanctuary to the 
Goat.
Again,  the  first  beast  oppresses  the  holy 
covenant, the torah. 

He returns to the  North, until the time of 
the end. 

Again,  he  oppresses  the  torah  keeping 
people. 

Forces  i.e.,  the  great  host,  is  the  host  of 
many, the world, that does this, and he takes 
control of that host. 

And they lift him up. 

Not necessarily the same as verse 12 where 
the one flattered is the false king. Here, the 
flatteries  are  directed  at  the  subjects.  For 
example: You shall be as Elohim, would be 
flattery. 

Exploits. Meaning articles like this one ;)

Note on “obtaining the kingdom by flatteries”: It is commonly presumed that this means 
that the abominable one is ingratiating himself to those who grant power. But this also 
works another way. When the subjects themselves ascribe kingship to one who is not truly 
king, then that is also a case of obtaining the kingdom by flatteries. Flattery is simply a  
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claim  of  greatness  directed  at  one  who  is  not,  whether  the  one  being  flattered  is 
commending himself, or being commended by others. 

Realizing that the King of the North is the same as The Son of Perdition worshiped as most 
high, we can now see the roles of the two parties being discussed, and that these two roles 
are the same as we have determined from the previous passages:

An abominable one (contemptible one) who is falsely (by flatteries) worshiped as most high, 
(the King of the North) and a deceiver with a great host of deceivers (the King of the South 
with the overwhelming forces).  The King of the North is given authority over the host at 
some point, (a league is made with him, and the people of the South shall lift him up).  
Their Prince (of the south) is able to do signs and wonders (pervert by flatteries) in the 
presence of  and with the cooperation (forces shall stand on his part) with (speaking lies at 
one table)  the king of the North,  who becomes great  with a small  people,  (such as do 
wickedly against the covenant). 

Now lets look at that chronology between Mathew 24 and Daniel 9:26

Daniel 9:26 Matthew 24:4-6

9:26After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed One shall be 

cut off, and shall have nothing:

and the people of the prince who shall come 

shall destroy the city

and the sanctuary; 

and the end of it shall be with a flood, 

and even to the end shall be war; 

desolations are determined. 

Take heed that no man leads you astray

for many shall come 

in my name

saying I am he

and shall lead many astray

You shall hear of wars and rumors of wars

see that you are not troubled, for all this must happen.

Thus, the destruction of the temple, the dwelling place of the name is carried out by the 
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“people of the prince”, or the host of false prophets.  The annointed one is cut off. This  
destruction is re-stated in verse 27 as “he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease”.  
This is the destruction of the city and the sanctuary, the cutting off of the annointed one. It 
is  not the breaking of the covenant between the false prophet and his host.  This  entire 
section is mirrored again in Mark 13. 

See  that  Mathew,  Mark,  and Luke all  begin  with  the  description  of  the  Anti-Messiah, 
leading many astray.  As John put it “many Anti-Messiahs” 1 John 2:18, 4:1 and 2 John 
1:7.  In all cases they (the false prophets) are the ones who lead many astray, in some cases 
even claiming to be Messiah himself. But none of these describe the False Prophet as posing 
as the Most High Elohim himself.  He poses as a lamb, or a ram, but not as a goat. 

Luke 21 adds the detail of “terrors and great signs from heaven” again correlating to 
The False Prophet in Rev 13:13 “He performs great signs, even making fire come down 

out of the sky to the earth in the sight of people” and 2 Thess 2:9,10 which states “in 
all  kinds  of  counterfeit  miracles,  signs  and  wonders,  and  all  deceit  of 
unrighteousness”, consistently referring all of this to the False Prophet, who is referred to 
by John as the Anti-Messiah. Matthew 24:24 “For there will arise false messiahs, and 

false prophets,  and they will show great signs and wonders”and Mark 13:22 “For 

there will arise false messiahs and false prophets, and will show signs and wonders” 
both also agree with signs and wonders being attributed to the False Prophet, and not the 
one who makes desolate, the destroyer. 

The one who makes desolate is the one standing in the holy place, claiming to be the most 
high, claiming dominion over the few people who keep torah, and receiving authority over 
the many the False Prophets. The Anti-Messiah therefore has power and authority only in 
the presence of the one who makes desolate. 

Sorry to wreck such a handy and fun term, which you probably have been slinging around 
all  your life,  but it  is  incorrect to identify the Beast whose number is 666 as the “Anti-
Christ.” These are two different figures. Disappointing as that may be, at least we now  have 
a  solid  foundation  for  identifying  each one  of  these  individuals  as  we  encounter  them 
elsewhere in our research. 
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Footnotes

The term “Anti-Christ” itself is inaccurate from an etymological standpoint. And yes, points 
like this are important. Christ is derived from Kristos or Kyrios, a Grecian term or name. 
Those who would follow Truth, must abandon this term. Since Messiah was a Hebrew, the 
proper term would be “Anti-Messiah”, and that is the term I will use.  

1 Lawlessness and the Lie

Note that it is the false prophet who is referred to as the Liar, and that he is accompanied by 
a great host who believe the lie.  As we find this is the second beast who a) spoke the lie b) 
as the dragon, we can refer back to the event where the dragon spoke, and there we find the  
first lie. The first lie is “You shall not surely die.” Thus we now know what the second beast 
says, the lie the torah-less world believes: “You shall not surely die.” 

1* The setting up of the man of sin as the false most high is contained here as well, in that 
the dragon (HaSatan) enticed the bride (the elect) by saying “you will be as elohim”, in 
other words, elevating man to the rank of elohim.  The false prophet whose coming is 
according to the working of HaSatan is this: the teaching that by breaking the law, man (of  
sin) will  be lifted up as most high.  This describes the role of the false prophet and his 
people. They are torah-less because they have not the tree of life which is Yahshua, nor it's 
fruit, which are works, which come of the doing of the Torah. The host of the false prophet 
are all they who pleasure in Lawlessness.7  Eve, as the world, the mother of all living, was 
deceived as she saw that the fruit of lawlessness was a delight.  Adam hearkened to the voice 
of his wife. Man listened to the teaching of the host (of the false prophet) that lawlessness 
was to be desired. To become as elohim, which is pride, the elevation of man, a puffing up 
as of leaven. Yet Yahshua, of humility, counted this as a thing not to be desired. Beware the 
leaven (pride) of the teachers.
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This  is  exactly what JC says,  that  those who believe in him will  not die.  Prophetically 
enough,  this  also  represents  Lawlessness,  because  this  contract  (with death)  was  created 
specifically by abandoning the original covenant of Life, the tree of Life, i.e., Lawlessness is 
abandonment of the first tree in favor of the second. Thus, this is the second Beast, the False 
Prophet;  and all they who deny Yahshua (truth & life) and pleasure in unrighteousness: 
abandoning Torah is abandoning the Tree of Life.  The model also represents those who 
keep torah vs. those who do not, as the first tree represents obeying commandment and the 
second represents disobedience or abandoning commandment, thus again we have torah-
keeping in opposition to torah-abandonment, and the serpent promised eternal life as part 
of abandoning the commandment.  Thus one can easily conclude that the teaching of the 
false prophet is the same: that the world may abandon Torah, and will not die as a result. 

The clue for this is found in the words “lie” and “liar”.  All of this points to the original lie,  
which is “You shall not surely die, but you shall be as Elohim.”  This accomplishes two 
things, a promise of eternal life, which is a delight, and also corresponds to lying wonders, 
and secondly it also  elevates man to the rank of elohim, which is again the role of the false 
prophet, to elevate (the) man (of sin) to the rank of Elohim (2 thess 2:3,4).  We will see this 
again in Revelation 13, which further substantiates that lie refers to the original lie.

2 Although this passage says the departure comes first, it also says “then he will be revealed”  
as opposed to “then he will come”.  Therefore the logical conclusion is that he is there all 
along, and only revealed after the apostasy. 

3 p.10Ln4 Restraint, unrestrained If we were to make a conclusion based exclusively on 
what is found in this passage, we would conclude that the second party is restraining the 
first,  because no other  parties  are  mentioned.  Secondly,  the  section also  says  “revealed” 
twice, and the only party mentioned as being revealed is the False Prophet. So again, if we 
are  to  make  a  conclusion  based  on  this  passage  alone,  it  would  be  the  False  Prophet 
restraining the Beast in some way, to the end that he (the False Prophet) will be revealed in 
his own time.  Daniel seems to bear out the same idea. 

This is not to discount the idea that it is the Ruach HaKhodesh as some teachers affirm, 
however,  that  is  strictly  an inferred teaching,  and again  we are  not  privy to the earlier  
conversations between Paul and the Thessalonians.  Either the False Prophet is restraining 
the Man of Sin at the time of this writing, or it is the Ruach HaKhodesh. For the purposes  
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of delineating the First Beast versus the Second Beast however, it is irrelevant. 
 
The restraint is something Paul has obviously previously discussed with the recipients of the 
letter, and since we are not privy to that conversation we cannot come to a conclusion as to 
what he told them based on this passage. Based on the passage and context there are two 
opposing possibilities.  Unless  we  find a  clue  somewhere  else  we  have  to  leave  off  that 
particular detail. It will not affect the current line we are on anyway. Lets just proceed with 
what is clearly defined, which is again: there is something restrained and something that is 
not  restrained,  and that  the  man of  sin  is  restrained,  the mystery  of  lawlessness  is  not  
restrained. This is what we need to pursue, not the identity of the restrainer.  It doesn't 
change our conclusion either way. 

Referring to the idea of the Torah representing restraint, this holds consistent with the first 
figure exalting himself even while he is restrained, and it is even while he is restrained that 
he is being set up by the second figure, and then he is unleashed as the false Most High, and 
the Lawless one is revealed. 

4  42 months is exactly 3 ½ years. In Daniel it is worded as “a time, times and half a time.”  
i.e., a time (1) + times (2) + ½ time or 3 ½.  The half a time is also the dividing of time, the 
drying up of the river Euphrates (which means time), To make way for the kings of the East. 
Daniel 9:27, this is the middle of the week, the dividing of a time, when the sacrifice and 
offering ceases by transgression. Casting down the word of truth, and lifting up the lie. A 
replacement  for  the  word  of  truth  would  be  a  replacement  for  the  word  of  Yahweh. 
Replacing the Name of Yahweh for the name of a man.  We have our clue on what that 
name is in this discussion, in Rev 13:18. 

5 13:17 indicates the beast has just the one name, and most translations have “name of 
blasphemy” here, so the plural here must refer to the same name written ten times, once on 
each head.  This  would be consistent with the biblical  method of  numbering names,  as 
illustrated in the book “The Number 666.” 

6  continual  burnt  offering,  transgression,  cast  down  the  truth,  did  it's  pleasure  and 
prospered.  These are all specific symbols as well, and deserve their own study. The 
particular symbology is not relevant to this study. I am only pointing out the two beasts 
and their relationship to each other, and their distinguish characteristics, not necessarily 
the definitions of each symbol.
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